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THE CHRISTIAN DISPLAYED 


** Assail’d by scandal, and the tongue of strife, 
His only answer was a blameless life ; 
And he that forged, and he that threw the dart, 
Had each a brother's interest in his heart.” 


THERE is a certain hi 


commands the admiration of sober minds. ‘The spirit of itis so dil 


gh import in conduct like this, whic! 
terent from the maxims of the world, and the exhibition of it so rare 
among men, that its authors seem to be either angels who sojourn 
here and there on the earth, or, as indeed they are, men who so 
journ among angels. ‘There always has been, and sfill are, a few 
examples of those who act under the influence of that heavenly dis 
position that “ revileth not again.” "There are some who seem to 
take little notice of the aspersions of the wicked and censerious, 
while they walk uninierruptedly on in the path of conscious duty, 
regarding more the preservation ef their own integrity, and the 
complacency of the holy Being whom they serve, than the smiles 
or sneers of a capricious world. Methinks they pass through lite 
as it were, on some moral highland, above the region where the 
harpies of falshood and slander have power to prey upon the good 
man’s vitals, where the wily stratagems and glittering allurements 
of satan transformed into an angel of light, cannot prevail over 
the influence of truth distinctly seen, and where the volumes of 
mingled scoffs and imprecations which the same deceiver breathe: 
out after them, when his seductive attempis are foiled, rise not to 
obscure the sunshine of their blameless bosoms. So the tr@veller 
whom a cloudless summer morning surprises on the margin of some 
plain of the Cordilleras, leoks down upon the ocean of mist that 
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ferings to which their tender natures are exposed, in the view of 
onighter visions of faith than the eve has ever seen, 

There is also another kind of false magnaninity, among some 
men denominated Aenour, Perhaps we cannot better define it than 
by calling it the reverse of true christian principle. [tis that great 
ness of soul which never brooks an insult. It is the endowment of 
certain intangible spirits, the main-spring of whose actions appears 
to be a spontaneous feeling of resentment. “Phose who are strictly 
actuated by if, acknowledge no terms of reconciliation with such 
as have provoked their vindictive choler, till they have inflicted up 
on them a degree of suffering, in their own estimation, equal to the 
injury they have received. Nothing seems adequate to redeem the 
characters of these men of honour from unjust scandal and reproach, 
but the revenge that spoils its victim. No conduct, as they sup 
pose, can remove imputed stains from a reputation invaded by ca 
lumny, but that which sullies it with the guilt of actual crimes.— 
Ul-fated indeed must be the men who conform to such a standard ot 
morals! The poor gratification of vieing with their enemies in the 
infliction of misery, is their only solace for the pain of a wounded 
spirit. Let the indulgence of these feelings be permitted, and they 
will at length overcome the restraints imposed upon men by a sense 
ef decorum, break forth into outrage against the objects of their re 
sentment, and kindle a seeret fire in their own bosoms which shal! 
one day prey upon every fibre of their souls. 

Turning now from the view of such disastrous folly, let us con- 
template a more grateful scene. It is the conduct of that disciple 
of Jesus Christ, who, in the midst of an untriendly world, has been 
assailed by the tongue of slander and falshood. Perhaps malice 
has invented no species of torture more characteristic of its origin, 
more insatiate of the sufferer’s anguish, or more aggravating to his 
natural feelings of resentment, than that whichis applied to destroy 
the reputation of an innocent man. Unreasonable in its mildest ex- 
ercise, it is naturally indiscriminate in the choice of its victims, and 
unrelenting in the cruelties it inflicts. The spirit that inspires it 
is the most subtle and uncontrolable of all the forms assumed by 
the Prince of the Powers of the Air. Yet this is an enemy which 
the most perfect christians are sometimes called to encounter. The 
Saviour, “ who went about doing good,’ was eminently exposed to 
scandal among the men to whom first he proclaimed good will — 
The character it then assailed was spotless, and proportionably re- 
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The Close of the Year. OAs 


what passes in the place of his retirement’; of the prayer that ascends 
to heaven for his own relief and for your pardon ; if you could see 
him, as Thave, disclosing the deep anxieties of his bosom to the ten- 
der partner of his adverse fortunes, and see, mingled with their tears 
of sorrow and of sympathy, some that ae freely flow for your inhu 

man guilt, your heart would melt to pity before it could hate him 
more, and your hand would wither before it could smite him again. 
Make haste, then, to be reconciled to your injured friend, for the day 
isat hand that shall expose your oppression and bring his prayers 


and tears to light before us all. on. 


THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR. 


THE close of the year is a season adapted to arrest the attention 
of every reflecting mind, and from the busy circle of worldly pur- 
suits, lead it to the contemplation of objects more serious and more 
important. It is a season which utters a voice that cannot be heard 


without emotion, or listened to without instruction. The voice of 


decaying nature greeting us, not with the tale of mirth, but the sad 
story of its desolation. It is heard in the murmurs of the deep, in 
the rude blasts that whistle around our dwellings; it echoes from 
the vale and the mountain’s side, and is wafted on every breeze 
from the forest; solemn are the truths it utters, and a stranger, 
indeed, must be the heart to the finer feelings of our nature, which 
will not listen while it speaks. 

We look back on the year that has closed, and how many were 
the bright wishes with which we hailed its entrance, how many the 
pleasing anticipations which gladdened our hearts, how many the 
schemes of happiness and gain which we formed! but, alas! how 
many of our wishes are blasted, our anticipations unrealized, our 
schemes frustrated! Where we dreamed of joy, we awoke in sor- 
row; where we anticipated smiles, we were greeted with tears ; 
where we expected gain, we were met by loss: how emphatic 
then, is the voice which issues from the grave of the year, “ Behold 
all is vanity.” 

We look back, and how many of our companions, our friends or 
acquaintance, who stood on the threshold of the year, and hailed it 
with as bright wishes, with as fond anticipations as we, are now 
slumbering in the mansions of the dead. We ask for them, but they 


* See Frontispiece. 
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are gone. [n an unexpected moment, while reapmg the fruits of 
social enjoyment, or listenimg fo the siren voice which told of 
months and years to come, the messenger of death was at the 
door; the awful summons was announced ; no tears, no entreaties. 
10 efforts conid detain the departing spirits; they bade us adieu 
md ‘eft us for eternity. How admonitory then, is the voice which 
speaks from the grave of the year, “ Boast not thyself of fo-mor- 


that is past, and it appeareth 


raw. ——We look back on the year 
ike a ‘ale thatis toid—a waytaring friend that met us, just greeted, 
md bade adieu. Winter, which, with its hoary frost and chuiling 
ur, shrouded nature in gloom, tarried but aday. Sprmg, with ail 
is loveliness, opened on our view; the voice of the turtle, mingied 


with the varblings tthe grove, was heard in the land: we listened. 


when lo. the busy hum of summer’s swarms vgave notice that spring 
aad departed ; we Deheld the trees just decked with the opening 


bud, now loaded with fruit, the fields whitening for the harvest, all 
nature vocal with gratitude to her Author; when the faded flower 
the yellow leaf of autumn whispered that “ the harvest was past, 
the summer ended ;~ the aspect of nature was changed; we saw the 
withered monuments of her giory driven at the sport of the winds ; 
t awoke our sympathies, we thought of man, how he sperts in the 
sprmg of lide, toils his short-lived summer, autumn comes, and he 
jies. But winter has returned; we have heard the knell of the 
ieparted veur, and dave been summoned to its grave: let us listen 
then. to the vance it uttered: “ Time is short.” 

fow important she instrnenens which attend the close of the 
vear We have seen that we can place no dependance upon the 
vorid; ler as then make it oo longer our idol. [ts pleasures, its 
enjoyments, its possessions, all—all are beyond our control. [f we 
rain them, ow short is ther duration! on the confines of mortality 
they terminate; when the eyelids close in their last sleep, they dis- 
appear forever. Let, then, our wishes and our hopes linger ne 
longer around the vanities of earth, when the glormes of Heaven are 
ypeneti to their view ; and, as we have entered on a new year 
nake the loud monitions which issued (rom the grave of the last, 
sur motte: “ Love oot the wor'd.” 

Life is precarious. The bloom of youth, or the strength of ma 
turer years furnishes no security against the approach of death, Let 
as then, no longer delay that preparanen without which our souls 
will be left desolate for eternity: and as we hail the entrance af 
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the year, imseribe on our hearts the truth which is reiterated from 
the grave of the past: “ Behold, now is the day of salvation.” 
Time passes quickly away; the journey of life, at longest, is 
short. Man passes from prattling infancy to merry childhood, from 
merry childhood to adventurous youth, from adventurous youth to 
busy manhood, from busy manhood to the verge of life: He pauses 
with astonishment, looks behind, and lo! his threescore years and 
ten have rolled away, and are “ with the years beyond the flood.” 
The world is but an inn, where man, a pilgrim to the grave, tarries 
but a night; on this night are suspended the awful retributions of 
eternity. Reaper, with thee it may be far spent; the twilight may 
already be announcing the approach of morn: attend then to the 
voice which is heard from the grave of the year; “ Be ye also 
ready.”” If thou art slumbering over the concerns of thy soul, 
awake ; and while mercy waits, close with her call; that when the 
morning dawns, it may open to thee an entrance into that world 
which echoes with hallelujas to the Redeemer: into that world 
where the veil of glory, which shrouds the Triune Jenovan, is con- 
tinually unfolding, and the rays of heavenly light beaming brighter 
and brighter for eternity. *L.* 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS, 
No. IV. 


BELIEF and practice are intimately connected. ‘The principles 
which men believe and by which they are governed in their lives, 
stamp the moral qualities of their conduct. He, who adopts princi- 
ples as the basis of reasoning, which are unsound, is certain of being 
brought, in his conclusions, to erroneous results. If errors be as- 
sumed as first principles, it is to be expected that erroneous deduc- 
tions will be made from them, and that the whole superstructure of 
belief, built on them, will be unworthy of confidence. It is neces- 
sary to examine principles as well as conduct, and in tracing the 
moral quality of conduct, we must uniformly look at the principles, 
in which it originates. 

In the Revelation which God has given to mankind, he uniformly 
addresses them, and exhibits himself in relation to them, as rational! 
and accountable beings. This Revelation contains truths to be be- 
lieved, truths supported by adequate evidence, and clothed with 
authority, as coming from God. Is it then of no consequence what 
we believe, provided we are outwardly moral in our lives? Can we 
adopt principles of belief not to be found in the Bible, and be go- 
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siandand, the eternal and unchangeable distinction between truth 
and error, holiness and sin, holiness and happiness, sin and misery, 
is set before mankind. ‘This distinction does net vary, in accord 
ance with their wishes and feelings ; should all the men on earth 
deny the existence of God and his prowidential and moral govern 
ment of the world, their atheism would not affect bis existence or 
subvert his government. So, should it be demied that two and three 
are five, the denial would in no respect subvert the truth, that two 
and three are five. [t is obvious that in these and all similar exam 
ples, the opinions and belief of men do not alter the truths aflirmed 
ordenied. ‘The denial ef one or more truths contained in the Bible, 
inno manner diminishes their solidity. What God has spoken is 
truth, though misapprehended and rejected as error. On the other 
hand, what he requires is right, however men may differ in opinion 
concerning it. The nature of holiness would. be the same, though 
men should call it sin. Change of names produces no change in the 
moral qualities of things. Do men call sin holiness, and justify 
themselves in the commission of sin, will it follow that they are 
right? Suppose, for example, that one man believes it right for 
him to take the life of his neighbour, and under this belief kills his 
neighbour, will the act cease to be murder on account of his belief? 
By no means: men may overlook the distinction between right and 
wrong, in principle, yet they can never destroy it; it is founded in 
the nature of things, and is independent of their opinions. . 
What would be the consequence of supposing that right and wrong, 
in principle, conform to the opinions and feelings of mankind? 
Things may appear to men very different from what they really are: 
it is natural for them to persuade themselves, that what they wish to 
have truth is truth, and that what they love to do is right: besides, 
their opinions are changeable ; of course, what is received as true to 
day, may be viewed as error tomorrow ; and, on the supposition 
that there is no right and wrong in principle, aside from the belief of 
men, whatever men believe will be right: or truth and error will 
be confounded, or rather, there will be no such thing as error or 
wrong in principle. ‘The consequence must be, that there will be 
as many standards of right as there may be different opinions: and 
on this supposition, the same thing may be truth and error at the 
same time, according as it is viewed differently by different indi- 
viduals: for example, you admit the diyinity of Christ,—your 
neighbour denies it: now if this truth varies uccording to your epin- 
ions, it is a truth, and at the same time is not a truth. There are 
few, perhaps no subjects on which men are agreed, and if the truth 
on religious subjects corresponds to their jarring opinions, we shall 
never be able to discriminate truth from errer: indeed, there will be 
no foundation for distinction ; for, on the supposition, every one’s own 
opinion or belief is the criterion of truth, one man believes that 
adultery is a crime, another believes it is not a crime,—now can it 
be a crime and nota crime? One man believes that the doctrine of 
universal salvation is taught in the Bible, another believes that it is 
not taught in the Bible: Is it not evident that the one or the other 
must be wrong in his belief? You believe in the immortality of the 
38 
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soul,—your neghbenr, perhaps, dees net: Can you both be mght ox 
your belief? You believe in the entire depravity of the human 
deart,—vour neighbour does not admit tis doctrine. (gain, you 
believe that God works ail things _ the counsel of his own will— 
your nerghbour denies this truth: Can you beth be right? Again. 
you believe that God, by lis Sprit, rar meh m men all the holiness 
of which they are subjects,—your neighbour denies this influence of 
he Sprit. You, perhaps, believe that God has, from eternity 
chosen seme to evertasting life, and left others to perish everlasting 
\y.—vour neighbour views this asa great errer, and calls it a blas- 
phemous doctrme. In these examples it is evident to every mind. 
that beth cannot be correct: we might suppose : a thing to be, and at 
the same time not to be, with as much propriety, as that in any ot 
the foregomg examples, beth propesitions are true. I[s it not then 
absurd to suppose that truth is changed in its nature, in « conformity 
to the jarrmg and opposite opmions of men. fs it not of conse 
quence then, that the belief of men should be correct > The princi 
ple, that it is of no consequence, is, in our view. a most dangerons 
error. If every man’s opmion is the standard of right and wrong in 
principle, it will follow, that every man is mght in principle what- 
aver he may believe, and nothing more is required to constitute au 
vetion holy. On this prmezpie, ail distinction between sim and holi- 
ness is annihilated: so likewise is moral obligation ; ; for if men have 
no other guide in their actions than thetr own opimons, and no othe: 
test of the morai quality of their actions, it will follow, that when 
they act according to their own opimons, they will in all cases do 
right. Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil, that pui 
darkness for light, and light for darkness ; that put bitter for sweet. 
and sweet for intter! Woe unto them that are wise in their own 
eyes, and prudent in their own sight. There is a way which seem- 
eth mght unto man, but the end thereof are the ways of death : 
Such is the testimony of scripture on this subject: let it then, no 
longer be pretended that a man’s principles are of nv consequence : 
there is a1 right and wrong in prmerpie as well as in conduct. 
Again; conduct is in no case better than the principles in whicia 
itis founded. ‘The supposition that prmecipies and conduct are not 
connected, is erroneous. Holy conduct must proceed from a holy 
breast: in vain do we look for holy conduct in these devoid of holiness 
in principle. It is the heart which is the seat of sin and holiness in 
men, and the belief of men has influence on their hearts and con 
duct. The pesition that their conduct mav be good when ther be- 
lief is wrong, goes to destroy the connexion between principles and 
conduct. Ww e uniformly inquire concerning the views, aims, and 
intentions of men, in order to ascertain the moral qualities of their 
conduct ; and if these are good, if no evil is intended, we impute ne 
blame. Mankind act from design, in view of motives, and when 
they act rationally, they act according to their belief. But the dic 
tates of the understanding are often controlled by the affections ot 
their hearts, and their alfections are by nature sinful; they are 
often inclined to do things which they are convinced are wrong: of 
course, their conduct it many istances, is net soe correct as ther 
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vehef, We deem the principle true, that no man’s conduct can be 
better than his opinions, and generally men do not act up to then 
opens, Were their Leoin bale, their opinions or belief would 
uniformly govern their conduct; in consequence of the disaffection 
in their hearts to Ged, their conduct often falls far below then 
principles of belief But, you will say, that a man of correct and 
cegular habits is a good member of society. Ut by no means 
follows, that he is an holy man; he may be or he may not: his ho 
liness depends on his principles of belief, in connexion with his 
heart. If you decide from his regular habits without yespect to his 
heart and belief, that he is an holy man, you will open the kingdom 
ot heaven to atheists, deists, and all sinners, who are restrained by 
regular habits in their outward conduct: for it ts obvious, that the 
mest unprincipled and hardened men may be thus restrained, so far 
as it shall be for their self-interest. ‘The Lord looketh at the heart, 
and requires that the views and principles of men should be correct. 
* A good man, out of the good treasure of the heart, bringeth forth 
good things, and an evil man, out of the evil treasure, bringeth forth 
evil things.” In the sight of God, the conduct of men is no bette: 
than their principles. They who deny his existence, and they 
likewise who secretly wish there were no God, are in his sight 
atheists, notwithstanding their outward conduct may be correct in 
the eyes of the world. Ther too, who disbelieve the truths of Rev 

elation, and openly reject them, are, in the sight of God, infidels, 
however they may be esteemed by men. Such is the conclusion 
to which we are breught, by the foregoing examination. We will 
then abide by the truth, that there is a standard of right and wrong, 
of truth and error, of holiness and sin, which is independent of the 
opinions of men; and that by this standard all principles are to be 
tried, and all our conduct to be tested. 

From this subject two reflections arise : 

1. That confidence in one’s religious opinions is no sure evidence 
they are right. 

As men are liable to err in their views, they may be wrong and 
not be conscious of it ; and while holding erroneous opinions, they 
may manifest the mest undoubting confidence in their correctness 
It is often remarked, that ignorant persons, who are not much ac 
customed to thought and reflection, are very confident in their 
epinions, even when unwilling to listen to any reasons concerning 
them, who perhaps also urge, as proof of their truth, the persuasion 
of their own alate This proneness to confide in our own opinions, 
eught to lead us to examine and compare views faithfully with the 
Word of God, before we rest in them: confidence which is propor- 
tioned to evidence of truth, is in all cases tobe encouraged, while it 
is ever unsafe to regard the self-confidence we have in our opinions, 
as evidence of theirtruth. They who hold religious opinions which 
are very erroneous, are, many times, very confident and bold in 
avowing them. The universalist is often bold and positive in his 
declarations: the same is true of those who deny the divinity of the 
Lord Jesus, and of all who discard the peculiar doctrines of Revela- 
tion, called by way of distinction, the doctrines of grace. ‘The con 
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fidence of assertion, m these "RILIONS @rrarigia, i On Oo oe ake 
ws evidence that ev are carrert. 

Lf. Fincerty ix no sure enidence that men ave right in fheiv helivt! 
tnt prartee. 

Sincenty is indispensable te pety, vet ot is ner mety. Dasnecarnter 
is an evidence af ypeeney = te avent this, and to shew the omper 
fance of sncernty m religren, seme have given it ftom high + place. 
‘ft has been said, char if men are ancere im thew oravera, in them 
belief and endeavours to do ther duty. they will be accented 2” But 
sincerity as well as zeal may be manifested in sim, as reaily as in 
1olines@: we are furmehed witha airrking ilustration in the anostle 
Paul: in perseeutine the church and lavine waste: the cause of 
Chinst he was doubtless secere, and exinbited the same constitution 
d ardour, which ieafterwards siewed im preaching Christ crt sied. 
md endurmne trrais for ns sake: ver the apostie nmself, acknow! 
tiged that ie did wrone in jersecuting the church, and he was an 
mmbie penitent on account of dissin! Whe will attempt, in view 
vf ‘us Sneertty, to pusaiv nm before Ged > Probabiy the heathen 
we as sincere in worshipping ther idois-as- Christians: 1 worshipping 
+he tne Gou ; vet who will pretend that idois are the trme God. or 
hat then worsinppers are net paying that llomage to the creature. 
which belongs exciusiveiyv to the Creator? The heathen often prac 
‘tice much seif-demal m their r@ieron, but for whom’ Are they ac 
‘opted of God, for their seif-demials and oifermes before a stock or 
stone? [n pemtof sincerity, itis tobe presumed that multitudes oF 
renthen excel thensands. of nominal christians, in (sospet lands 
The savages. in our western wilderness manifest as much in their re- 

on as christians, vet many vices are by them esteemed virtues. 
The sincerity does not ensure ther acceprance in the sightof God. 
Leek 2c persons maintaining errers in prmeipie and immorality in 
peac tice. rou will discover im them, im many imstances, as much ap 
Parent sincerity, asin the ‘onscientious advoeates-of truth. Lert us. 
then, cake heed that we de not decerved regard to retigrous sin 
ceritv. You may be ancere im the wrong, as well asim the right 
who “hen will dare, from ts-sincerntty sumpiy, to decide whether jis 
opinions and practices. are rghit or wrong Right and Wrong in re- 
feton and morals are unchangeable, and the standard by which they 
we derermimed is Dot vour feeiimes, or vour opmions, or vour con 
duct, or your sincertty. Remember; then, that vow are not to 
receive any thing, as truth, because it accords. with your inclinations, 
nec as right, because vou doit: but be convinced that there isa rizht 
and wrong both im betief and conduct, and that what seems to be 
right may net always preve to be rrzht, and witat is. dectared to be 
true, may net always prove to be truth. Phere is a way which 


seemelh right unite a man, but the end ‘hereof are the ways of death 
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OBSERVATIONS ON CHRISTIAN PRACTICE 
VOLT 


HAVING in my second number hinted at several persons of lay 
wineiples and practices, who have gained admission into the visible 

Church, IL shall in this point out the deficiency of the standard of 
Christian morality, eatablished by many particular churches. 

No person, | trust, who takes a serious view of our modern 
churches, will hesitate to pronounce them, in general, guilty of a 
wide departure from that purity and gospel simplicity which were 
the prominent characteristics of the firstChristian church. lt must 
be granted, by all judicious observers, that the five thousand con. 
verts, mentioned in Acts iv. 4, exhibited the best, and, [ may add, 
the safest pattern for the imitation of the professed followers ot 
Christ, of any other large body of Christians, who have been known 
from that period, down to this present time. It is evident, that the 
first converts to Christ received his doctrines and precepts in thei 
pristine purity, before they were adulterated by corrupt teachers. 
They were, therefore, happily productive of the genuine fruits of the 
Christian spirit. Hence their unfeigned love and unity ; their ar- 
dent piety ; their fervent and daily devotion; their disinterested 
benevolence, and unexampled charity. 

I would not, however, assert that Christian churches in all suc- 
ceeding ages are required to imitate the primitive Christians, in re 
gard te the mode which they adopted, for the support of themselves 
and their teachers. ‘This must necessarily be varied according to 
their circumstances, and the state of society where their lot, by di- 
vine Providence, is cast. seal = 

But all must acknowledge, that the professors of Christ are wn- 
der indispensable obligations, to copy the example of all, who have 
gone before them, so for as they have been imitators of the Saviour. 
Paul thus exhorts—« Be ye not slothful, but followers of them, whe 
through faith and patience inherit the promises.”” And the apostle 
James saith, “ Take, my brethren, the prophets which have spoken 
to you in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering and of 
patience.” , 

It is clearly manifest, that some blameable causes have operated 
to reduce the present churches to a state of great degeneracy. ‘They 
have not only surprisingly declined from the zeal and purity of the 
Apostolic Christians, but come far short of that pious fervour and 
holy walk which characterized the first churches that were planted 
in New-England. I shall at present only hint briefly at some of 
the most prominent evils which have crept into our churches, and 
which are seen and lamented by all the zealous friends of the Re- 
deemer. They are the following, viz: ‘The want of brotherly leve 
and unity among the members,—neglect of those friendly admoni- 
tions and of that Christian discipline, which Christ hath enjoined, 
when their brethren violate the rules of his house,—the crintinal de- 
ficiency in many Christian parents, in regard te the religious edu- 
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canon and proner government tf thew children, who have been an 
emniy consecrate? to God im baptism,—a sinful conformity fo the 
naxins and corrupr taste of the anbdeheving world—speaking freely 
of ‘he faults of thew brerhven, before those that are without, while 
‘they use noe praper means to reclaim offenders,—formality and luke 
W! un nness among a large portion of professors. fadividuals im anme 
thurches have shown themselves advocates of the doctrine of uni. j 
versal salvation, and of the Socimian heresy ; and some whole chur 
thes have fallen in with the above 3en!- mMning sentiments. 

And thongh it is acknowledged, that a very interesting reforma 
on has become visible in many churches, and that there has been 
1 great increase of vital godliness | in those places which have been 
siest with revivals of religion, yet the reformation is far from bem 
reneral or complete. [n avery instances at least. it bears too near 
i resemblance to those reformations which were effected throngh the 
influence of some of the ancient kings of Judah, concernimg whom 
it was said, “ They did that which was 0 cht in the sight of the 
Lard, yet the high places were not removed.” Thus, many off the 
aigh places in one churches remain undemolished. Too many, whe 
selon to ther communion, it is to be feared, continue fo sacrifice te 
their aun rest, and to give their services to Mammon. Not a few 
awe found whe follow Christ afar off They stand aloof im seasons 
of awakening, and take no interest in revivals of religion. There 
are not a few professors, when taken collectively, who show their 
disapprobation of religious conferences and prayer-meetings : and 

when young converts are admitted into the C) huarelb, they view them 
much im the light of dlexitimate foundlings. Indeed. there is ut 
terly # fault among those who are the zealens promoters of revivals. 
as are wont to treat the lambs of the flock with too great ner 
leet. Though they may have been indefatigabie in therr lubeurs, 
their counsels and prayers, winle persons around them were in grent 
distress: and anxiety for their souls, yet, after they have obrainert a 
hope of their conversion, and have anited with the Church, minis- 
ters and chitstans are apt to withhold from them then aurturmg 
care, as though they steed in no further need of them counsels, or 
of bemg fert with the sincere milk of the word, that they may from 





thereby. Christians who neglect tenderly te watel: over and now. 
ish the new-born babes of Christ, resemble those unnatural mothers 
vhe pay so little attention to their uifants that they pine away under 
i sickly constitution, or prave hut mere dwarfs ac best. 


Christians commonly express ther great PF when a large ace “ 
gion of members has been made co then charel; but it is well | 
they have net, in some instances, urged them toa speedy union 
with their body, for fear they wauld be caught by some uther deno~ 
nination. 

My Christian brethren > is it nor high | tune tor ail who name the 
came of Christ to awake from their supineness, and to enquire on 

vhat ground they stand 3—and te search the sertpeures diligently. 
mid with fervent prayer, that they may find what is the unerring 
standard of Chrisnaa morality, which is established by the Saviour 
mn the Gospel > 
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Dre millemal glory of the Church is approaching, when primitive 
Christianity will be restored, and when ifs ofulgence will acquire 
a far superior lustre: and how poorly prepared are the churches for 
that blessed era, in their present languishing condition ? Let Chris 
hans, therefore, of all denominations, bestir themselves, and vuite 
m the great preparatory work for the coming of the Prince of Peace. 
te Dless the nations of the earth with his universal reign of right 
COUSNESS, SENEX., 


CHRISTIAN PRIVILEGES, 


LT is a common and very just remark, that we never properly 
estimate the value of our blessings until we ave deprived of them. 
This position is emphatically true in respect to the religious privi- 
leges we enjey, in this part of our highly favoured country, This 
is, indeed, a * land of Bibles,” a land of Sabbaths, and of many 
privileges. Our religious as well as civil rights are secured to us bya 
most mild and equitable government ; and there is, perhaps, no por- 
tion of the world more distinguished in point of religious privileges, 
than New-England. Here we sit under the droppings of the sanc- 
tuary: as each succeeding sabbath returns, we can enter the courts 
of the Lord and worship in the assembly of the saints, But there 
are many in our own country whe do not enjoy these high privileges. 
We need not go to the heathen to tind these who may, with proprie- 
ty, say to us, “ If the mighty works which have been done among 
you had been done among us, we had repented long ago.” | We can 
tind those who are our brethren, who have, perhaps, once enjoyed 
the privileges that we now do, sitting in the mere twilight of gospel 
privileges. While we can say, from joyful experience, * How amia- 
ble are thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts!" many, under a painful 
sense of their destitute condition, are compelled to exclaim, “ My 
soul longeth, yea, even fainteth, for the courts of the Lord.” 

W ould we feel our high responsibility, let us contemplate the situ- 
ation of those who are shut out from religious privileges. Would we 
learn how to prize our blessings, let us place ourselves, in tmagina- 
tion, with those who mourn their loss. We may contemplate them 
bending before the throne of grace, and no one to hold up their weak 
hands. They look around them, and see no band of brethren with 
whom they may unite themselves. They meet an opposing world 
alone. They have none to whom they can tell their sorrows—none 
with whom they can take sweet counsel. And is there no danger 
that we may forfeit these blessings, by our misimprovement of them? 
If much is given to us, will not much be required also? O let us be 
solicitous to improve the privileges we enjoy! remembering our ac 
countability to the Auther of these blessings. 
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DANGER OF GRIEVING THE SPIRIT 


Mr. Pricer, 

f WAS lately reading the chapter ia which our Saviour, when 
speakin 2 of the man out of whem the unclean apirit had departed, 
affirms, “ that the last state of that man is worse than the first.” [t 
eceurred te me, that these words were verified in a number of 
cases, tnt had fallen under my own observation. One instance, in 
— ular, [ will now relate, which, on account of several peculiar 
P| cman es attending it, cannot fail to excite the sympathies of 
every truly benevolent heart: and if [ ama little nore particular | in 
my re Poms than some of-your readers should think necessary, f 
must beg you to forgive it. 

The extraordinary religions attention which has prevailed in so 
many towas in this state, within a year past, is a subject of which 
you are already apprized, and it is one for which, no doubt, the 
grateful feelings of your heart daily ascend to the throne of grace. 
We also have cause of everlasting oratitude to the Author of all our 
mercies, for the dews of heavenly grace with which the church in 
this place has been refreshed. But while a goodly number among 
us have bowed at the foot of the cross, and are “ rejoicing in hope,” 
multitudes yet remain perishing in their sins. he instance to 
which Ealluded above, is that of a young man of about twenty 
years, whose childhood bade fair that he might become not only 
an ornament to his family, but a blessing to society and the wor! id. 

2 
He had been religiously educated from his infancy, and was consid- 
ered moral in his habits ; but he had not complied with the command, 
“ My son, give me thine heart.” There was a season, when he was 
about fifteen, in which his mind was considerably agitated on the 
subject of his future happiness ; but these impressions were of short 
duration. 

At the commencement of the late revival, several of the associ- 
ates of Philander, (for this name we give to the young man,) were 
deeply convicted of their lost state as sinners, and, as we have 
reason to believe, from the change in their feelings and manner of 
life, embraced the hope of the gospe!. ‘This change in his compan- 
ions, and the interest they manifested in his own “spiritual welfare, 
were regarded at first, by Philander, as a matter of trifling impert- 
ance: still there seemed, at times, to be considerable effort en his 


part, to suppress the emotions arising in his breast, In conversation 
with them. Such conversations, however, he avoided as much as 
possible. 


From this period two or three months elapsed, til! at length, a 
sermon from the words in John, 3d chapter, at the last verse, so 
impressed his mind that he resolved to neglect the concerns of his 
soul no longer. He opened his bible, which he had seldom done be- 
fore, except on the Salbath, and read, “ Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy Ged with all thy heart, with all thy osm with all thy strength, 
and with all thy mand”? He had o not done it: he turned to another 
place and found it written, « Cursed is every one that continueth 
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wot mall things written in the book of the law, to do them.” «© The 
soul that sinneth it shall die.’ He felt himself accused and con 

demned at the bar of his own conscience. The terrors of the divine 
law stood in dread array before him, Many things which he had 
been wont to consider as the frailties of himan nature, now, with 
the law of God before him. he found to be sins against the Most 
High. Instead of judging of his moral character by that of the 
world around him, as he had formerly done, he saw plainly that the 
Bible must be his only standard ; and if God is stricf, thought he, to 
exact of his creatures perfect love and obedience to his commands, 
how shall I stand before Him in judgment? on what grounds can | 
hope for he aven? 

It was in no small degree surprising to Philander, that he had 
never viewed himself in this situation before. He was no longer 
disposed to avoid the company of his serious companions, but with the 
greatest earnestness sought their counsels and prayers. They di- 
rected him to Jesus as the Saviour of guilty men; they pointed to 
the cross of Christ, as the only refuge of a lost sinner; they exhorted 
him without delay to cast himself, as a penitent and believing sin- 
ner, on the mercy of Him who came to save a dying world. They 
repeated to him the invitations of the gospel, and with an earnest- 
ness which bespoke the affection of their hearts, entreated him to 
listen to the still small voice of the Holy Spirit. Philander wept, 
and knew net how to leave them. But although convinced of his 
exposure to the condemnation of divine justice, and terrified by the 
horrors of a guilty conscience, the plans of worldly happiness which 
he had devised, the friendships he had formed, most of which he 
saw, would be inconsistent with the christian character, were sacri- 
fices too great for him suddenly to relinquish. At one time he 
seemed ready to give up all for the service of the Saviour; at an- 
other, the world presented charms which made him at a loss what 
course he should take. Thus, in a state of restlessness and anxiety, 
several weeks passed away, till at length, he was visited by a fri iend 
from a distance—a youth fond of gaiety and amusement. Philan- 
der was unwilling that his countenance should betray the feelings of 
his mind, and as much as possible suppressed them for two or three 
davs w hich his friend spent at his house. In the mean time, he was 
solicited by his friend to pass an evening in youthful diversion. It 
was some time before he yielded to the proposal ; but lest a refusal 
should seem to indicate a want of respect, he cor uplied, 

From the time of this visit with his friend, Philander’s serious im 
pressions began gradually to subside. It was but a short time after 
this that his ‘serious compani ions were avoided as before—his Bibie 
laid aside—his former werldly projects pursued more eagerly than 
ever. <A strong aversion, not only to all the friends of active piety, 
hut to all relizious i institutions, is now plainly visible in all his con- 
duct. Profaneness and intemperance—vices which, till late, he had 
never practised, are now indulged without remorse ; and the kind 
friend who may remind him of his dangerous course, and in language 
of affection entreat him to break off his sins by righteousness, and his 
iniquities by turning to the Lord, is treated with derision and scorn 
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The profligate are sought for his companions, and Philander, who ¢ 
few months since, was anxious to flee from the wrath to come, and 
jay hold on eternal fife, is urging his way to the precipice of eternal 
ruin, blind to his danger, and deaf to entreaty. The-eye that flow- 
ed with tears, in view of an approaching eternity, is now intent on 
lying vanities ;—the ear that listened with silent earnestness to the 
momentous truths of God’s word, is alike deaf to the denunciations 
| of Divine wrath, and the accents of pardoning anercy,—the tongue 
Al that uttered the confessions of a conscience wounded by sin, and 
burdened with guilt, while the knee was bowed before God in se- 
cret places, now profanes his sacred name, and makes a mock of 
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ae | I shall make no comment on the statement before you. I do not 
oat ae say that the degeneracy of this unhappy youth is wholly the conse- 


quence of losing his serious impressions, but still it is a striking ex- 
f emplification of the words of Christ, that “the last state of that 
1 man is worse than the first”? ; and it may well be used asa warning 
| to all under serious unpressions, that they “grieve not the Spirit” 
of God. FERUR, 





FRAGMENTS. 
. PROMINENT FEATURE OF HUMAN DEPRAVITY. 


AMONG the many proofs of human depravity, the prostitution 
! of words, originally used to express wholesome ideas, holds a very 
ME conspicuous place. According to Mr. Young, the word “ tyran 
atti nus,’ was anciently used, in good part, for king; but the well 

known meaning of this unfortunate term, at the present day, is, “a 
; usurper, a tyrant.” This change has undoubtedly been occasioned 
by the almost universal odium monarchs have brought on their 
names andcrowns. Such is the degrading state of the human heart, 
that possession of empire and profusion of wealth naturally lead to 
insolence and debauchery. 
i Weare accustomed to associate the conduct of persons with their 
hames ; and if one name is appropriated to a number in succession, 
of vicious habits, it becomes another name for vice. On the other 
hand, if virtwe characterizes a man, his name will be substituted in 
its place. 

The word “ Heresy” has suffered a like mutilation. It was 
used originally for “an opinion, a sect in philosophy”’—as well for 
truth aserror; but the great prevalence of the latter, has robbed the 
term of all its excellency, so that now, whenever it strikes the ear, it 
conveys to the mind ail the abominations which have been practised 
Hy and palmed upon the holy religion of the blessed Jesus. 

Some attempts have been recently made, to restore the use of 
| these much abused terms to their primitive purity; but as the stain 
has been long accumulating, we are led to believe that the tincture 
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“ai the Ethiopian’s skin might as easily be changed, as to purify these 
terms so far that the gentlemen themselves, who have undertaken 
the laudable task, would be pleased with the epithet of tyrant on 


heretic. ‘To execute such a design with success, a reformation of 
monarchs must first be effected, and the long catalogue of their 


crimes effaced from our memories. ‘The church must be purified 
from the contagion of error, and all the merchandize of the woman 
on the scarlet coloured beast, consigned to the shades of eternal 
oblivion. 


HONOUR. 


NO object can be held up to human view which will more effecta 
ally awaken the passions of the soul than honour. Princes and 
peasants are accustomed to look upon this as one of the most valu- 
able acquirements. For this, the warrior appears serene while the 
arrows ef destruction fly swift all around him. For this, the peril 
of the boisterous deep are cheerfully encountered. For this, not a 
few spend sleepless nights. ‘To twine their brows with laurels, 
some sacrifice the public weal ; some bewilder their brain to explore 
new regions in the philosophic world; some privately dissect the 
bodies of the dead; and others procure a place at the head of mutin- 
ous troops to oppose the administrations of their government. 

We shall not pretend to determine the degree of influence which 
it has on the conduct of our most celebrated statesmen, judges, and 
generals: but were all prospect of obtaining fis removed, we deem 
it not presumption to suppose, that much of their uility te the public 
would cease. 

But there is an honour which is laudably pursued by man. It 
stands aloof from that which commonly bears the name in this world. 
It consists not in the acclamations of the multitude; not in princely 
equipage ; ; notin titles of rey alty ; ; hot in possessing a court graced 
hy the presence of the nobles of the earth: But “in an humble and 
contrite spirit, such as God will not despise.” 


HUMAN LIFE. 


What is human life? To what is it comparable ?—-Divine inspira 
tion has furnished an answer: “ All flesh is as grass, and the glors 
of man as the flower of grass... The grass withereth and the flowe: 
fadeth away.’ Y esterday the grass sprung up fresh and green ; to 
day it arrives to maturity ; to-morrow it withers and dies: so it is 
with the flower of the field, and both are proper emblems of human 
life. Man is first an infant: the meridian of his days soon arrives, 
when his sun declines and he is not. ‘he scenes of yesterday now 
seem like a dream—to-morrow is clouded in obscur ity. All of tine 
we have is the present, a smatl circle, in which the mind Seeaniitiie i 
few rays of light ; like a meteer var ey | into air, this will soon be 
lost in eternity. Why then should we lay up treasures upen the 

earth? Why toil as though destined to remain here aly ays? Why 
grasp wealth as though an immortal treasure? Why be so anxious 
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Professor, Why, veally, Ushould, as vou well Know, be extreme 
ivy glad f. 008 but the weather is se unoomtortable, and the air ae 
raw and chilly, in addition to whieh UT have something of a cold now, 
that t don’t Knew itt would be duty, Besides, E don’t beheve 
our Viinister wall be there, and at is a great chance whether there 
wsany body else there, for it looks quite likely to rain, and DT have 
been hard at werk all day, and am very tived; so that, on the whole, 
Lthank UL shall net go. 

Con. ‘There was a time when you would not have thought of all 
these excuses, which seem new to weigh so heavily um your mand, 
There was a time when you could go more than tou times as far, in 
worse weather than itis new, to meet a few Christians, and speak 
of the great things which belong to the Kingdom of heaven, There 
was a tune when you did not cease to warn sinners, day and night, 
to fee from impending vengeance: but sinners have grown bold of 
late, and TE think, of the twe, yer are the most afraid, LT tear you 
neglect your duty, and abuse the merey of God, 

Prof. Neglect my duty! Pray, what do 1 neglect so much? 
It is true, in the time of the revival, we had meetings every night, 
and they were crowded; but new people do not go to meeting se 
much as they did; se our Minister does not appoint so MANY meet 
ings: but Lam not to blame tor his fault, if itis one, Lam sure | 
should be glad if there were more meetings. | should doubtless at 
tend them. | have not tailed to attend meeting on the Sabbath but 
two or three times since LT made a profession of religion, which ts 
nearly two years. 

Con. Nor did you in two vears before. Tt is a fashionable thing 
© go to meeting on the Sabbath, and therefore no test of a spiritual 
life. The law forbids labour, so you would go if you did not eryey 
religion. Pure religion and undefiled consists not in abstaining from 
worldly business when the law forbids us to labour, but in visiting 
the widow and the fatherless in their affliction, and keeping ou 
selves unspotted from the world. By this shall we know that we 
have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren: and 
if we love them we shall desire to meet with them in conference.— 
We know nothing of the state of their minds by seeing them on the 
Sabbath. We all go on that day to gain instruction, not for confer 
ence; and we want to meet at other seasons to learn how it is with 
one another, to exhort and admonish each other, to strengthen each 
others’ hands and encourage our hearts. Now there are but two 
meetings in the whole week for the purposes last mentioned, and |! 
asked you to go to one last week, but no, then you had company to 
visit you; the next previous to that, your shoes were not ft; and 
the next before that, you were under the necessity of going to a tea 
party, because your wife had gone, and you had promised to go, be 
fore you thought of the meeting ; and so, with one excuse and ano 
ther, you have not been to a conference meeting in six weeks, but 
once. 

Prof. You must be mistaken, I think: Surely LU have been more 
than once in that time, although I have had a great deal of busines» 


on my hands, and so could not alwavs go; but TE eoas much o 
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more than Deacon Dull or Col. Stpid: and there’s Squire World 
ly-conformity has been a member of the Church for more than twen 
ty years, aud he has not been to an evening conference in more than 
half that ti: ne, except that it has been held. at his house on his wife’s 
acco: eg af 
Con. L would stop here and leave you to yourself, but my thoughts 
turn . the day of nated yution, when God will reward every man ac- 
cording to his deeds. When you stand in his holy presence, the 
question will not be whether you have lived as well as Deacon Dull 
or ‘squire Worldly-conformity, but whether you brought forth fruit 
to the glor¢ of God, by obedience rendered, in love to bis command- 
ments. ile wit point you to his abused mercy, and your mouth 
wili be stop ped. I wish you to inform me what ev idence you have 
at this time, in your own heart, that you are a whit better than Judas 
Iscariot. 1 know you can answer, that you did not head a band of 
soldiers from the high priest to ta ke Jesus personally ; buthave you 
not as really betray ed him into the hands of sinners as he did? Let 
us look back a little while, to the time when we heard you telling the 
world of the beauty and excellency of divine things ; how insipid 
their boasted pleasures and enjoyments were, in comparison with 
yours in Jesus. How affectionately did you invite them to come to 
him, as the chiefest am« mg ten thousand, and one altogether lov ely! 
The world would not come when you invited them, ‘but said they 
would wait and see how long you held out. They have waited, and 
you, like a traitor, are betraying the interests and cause of our bles- 
sed Lord iato their hands, and thev are mocking and insulting him 
by your means. You virtually tell the world ‘that you have seen 
the invisible glories of the King of kings, and that w orldly glory, in 
your opinion, surpasses it. You tell them that you have | been in 
his banqueting house, and partook of the dainties of his table, but 
their sweets w vill not compare W ith the Pleasures of this world. You 
have tried self-denial and sobriety of deportment, but now say that 
laughter and foily are better. You have tried the company and 
conversation of those that fear God, but now say that the company 
of the ungodly, and their conversation, afford more real enjoyment. 
You have attended conference meetings, and joined in prayer and 
praise and holy fellowship with saints on earth and the spirits of 
the just made perfect above; you have said you had rather be a 
doorkeeper in the house of God than dwell in the tents of wicked- 
ness; but now you have had opportunity for cool reflection, and you 
say you had rather dwell in the tents of wickedness than in the 
house of God. I know you have a name to dwell in the house of 
God, but your fellowship is not there, and God looks at the heart. 
Tf all this is not betraying “the Son of Man with a kiss,” I confess 
I am at a loss to determine what would be. Your conduct has caus- 
ed him to be despised, to be evil spoken of, to be put to shame :— 
You have w oanded 1 him in the house of his friends; and again I ask. 
where is the evidence of your hope ? 
Prof. U know that Lam bad enough, but Iam not destitute of a 

hope, by any means; and [ wish to a you if you think that any of 
tzod’s children, who have experienced religion, will finally be lost = 
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—and Ww hether you do not believe that the elect will be finally gath- 
ered in? 

Con. Touch not the holy doctrines of election, or perseverance! 
They are for the comfort and consolation of those, and those only, 
who have the witness in themselves that they are born of God, by 
bringing forth fruit to his glory. Should any man set down tin sin, 
or cold ‘indifferenc e, resting securely on some old experience, and 
the doctrine of election and perseverance, it would be an evidence 
that he never knew nor felt their blessed influence. When you 
bring forth fruit to the glory of God, and in that way manifest that 
you ‘are a tree of his planting, you may take courage, and believe 
that he who is unchangeable will never leave nor forsake you. But 
again [ ask, “ where is the blessedness you spoke of F”’—where is 
the evidence of your adoption ? 

Prof. 1 am ready, as I before observed, to acknowledge that I 
am full of evil; but I still hope that | was renewed by the grace of 
God two years ago. | thought I took satisfaction in secret prayer ; 
and I don’t entirely neglect it now, though I do not attend to it as 
often as I ought, I am sensible. 

Con. You pray in secret!—I know you do; and if you never 
come into condemnation for any other act of your life, this will be 
one. It was fear, not love, that drove you to that secret exercise ; 
and I can testify that you went more like a fool to the correction of 
the stocks, than like a child of God to his heavenly Parent. Secret 
prayer !—Think of the last \ime you went to pray ‘alone—how much 
communion was there with Jesus Christ ?>—Surely he was not there 
to meet you. This mockery of lip- service is the veil that hides you 
from yourself, and you cling to it, instead of having a living faith 
in Jesus Christ. Think of such devotion. A fly crawling on the 
wall diverted your attention from heaven; a straw tickled you, and 
you forgot that you were in the presence of God. I tell you, such 
offerings are offensive to the Majesty of heaven; and again I say, 
you have no present evidencé that you are one of God’s child ren.— 
Repent, therefore, and do thy first works, lest thy candlestick be 
removed from its place; lest at last it be found that thou hast “be- 
traved the Son of Man with a kiss” into the hands of sinners, and 
that it were better for thee not to have been born! 


Here the dialogue was interrupted, and I heard no more: so | 
send you this, with a short exhortation to backsliding professors who 
may chance to read it, to converse with their consciences a little 
occasionally, lest they also should betray the interests of the Son of 
Man, and discover at last that he never knew them, through the 
sentence, “ Depart from me, all ye that work iniquity.” May the 
Lord grant them grace to hear and take warning in time! Farewell. 


PETER VALDO. 
Town of Stupidity, : 


Vor. 22, 1822, 
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sua Reply to R. W. on Singing. 


CO THE EDITOR OF THE PILGRIM. 


Sir, 

THE candid “ Reply to thoughts on singing,” by your respectee 
correspondent, R. W. has been seriousl y c onsidered. [t is certainly 
the duty and privilege of christian brethren, to communicate to one 
another in the spirit of meekness, their views on those subjects on 
which a difference of sentiment exists; to hear with patience and 
examine with candour, the objections which may be made to our 
opinions. “Truth will bear the strictest inv estigation. If this is the 
object of our supreme regard, we shall rejoice to part with every 
thing which will not accord with its holy standard. We shall come 
tu the light, that our deeds may be reproved, or that it “ may be 
made manifest that they are wrought of God.”?”. When controv ersy 
is conducted under the influence of the unhallowed passions of our 
depraved hearts, nothing can be more baneful to our peace, or more 
dishonourable to our profession : : but when we engage in it, as Jesus 
and his apostles did, in the spirit of meekness, and with a single eye 
to the glory of God, we may hope, by the divine blessing, to pro- 
mote our holy union in the truth. 

L am happy to observe an accordance between me and my re 
spondent, in some of the essential principles, on which my venerad 
camaske were founded. He remarks, “ [ perfectly igree with him 
relative to the necessity of faith and holiness, in order to the singing 
of God’s praise in spirit and in truth, or so as to meet the divine ac- 

eptance.” Again, “ Wo be tohim, (the singer) if he mock God 
with a solemn sound, which does not originate from a believing 
heart.’ The question before us then is resolved into this: Is it 
proper that the exercise of singing in public worship, should be con- 
ducted by any, who, in the very act, mock God? However the 
question may be answered, I think it is undeniable, that if all the 
principles advanced in the reply are correct, they equally prove 
those to have “ set up an unscriptural rule’? who ‘refuse to admit 
unbelievers to baptism and the table of the Lord, as that those have 
done so, who disapprove of their uniting in the ordinance of praise : 
for the writer declares that there is no prohibition against any 
man’s externally performing every duty, which God has enjoined 
on men ; but only against the unbelief, which may attend these per- 
formances. “ Exter nal duties ad/ ought to be done, and internal not 
left undone.” Again, “ Wicked men are expressly forbidden te 
take God’s name in vain, in the streets, but required to unite, bot! 
visibly and cordially, with the worshippers ; and their neglecting to 
do it in the latter is no excuse for their neglecting to do it in the 
former.’ [s not this, according to my respondent’s own sentiments, 
the same as to say, that the sinner’s neglecting to worship with his 
heart, is no excuse for his neglecting te “ mock God with a solemn 
sound.”” And do not the principles advanced imply, that in this 
very act he performs an external duly ? 

The manifest impenitence and unbelief of the false worshipper is 
supposed to be “ the concern of the individual, rather than of the 
church or its rulers.”? But should it not be the concern of the 
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vhurch to glorify God, by keeping “ the ordinances” as they are 
delivered unto them in the Word of truth? Did the Saviour or his 
inspired Apostles ever direct the « churches of the saints” to use 
the voices ef unbelievers, in the worship of God, as the ancient 
church was directed to use musical instruments? and is it not true, 
that the church possesses equal capacity to judge, whether a person 
has the necessary qualifications to praise God acceptably or to com- 
mune at the Lord’s table acceptably? And may we not with equal 
propriety say of the latter sidan. as has been remarked of the 
former, viz. Lf there could be no communion at the Lord’s table till 
the church could determine who would do it in faith, it is evident 
that the Lord’s Supper “ would not be introduced into our pub- 
lic worship.” [fall those who appear, from their profession of faith 
and holy lives, to be scripturally qualified to commune at the 
Lord’s table, should unite im the ordinance of praise, would not 
Psalmody be introduced and scripturally maintained in our public 
worship f The principle, that different qualifications are requisite 
for the different ordinances of the church of Christ, 1 find no where 
recognized in the precepts of the divine Word or in the practice of 
the primitive church. jotaly as these ordinances are all designed 
to manifest our holy faith and love, and to exhibit the holy nature of 
the spiritual house,—as they are all “spiritual sacrifices,” there ap- 
pears to be the same objection against the unbeliever’s externally 
engaging in one as Im another. 

Some passages from the Psalms are quoted, (not to prove the duty 
of all creatures to worship God according to their capacity, which I 
consider the proper import of the passages, for in this we ave per- 
fectly agreed, but) to prove the propriety of those external acts, 
which are acknowledged to be, not ay unacceptable to God, but a 
solemn mockery of his Holy Majesty, and on account of which acts, 
“wo” is denounced on the performers. [| think it is evident, from 
ithe book of Psalms, that these passages afford no vindication of the 
practice: let us hear that solemn i of the Almighty, in the 
50th Psalm: « Unto the wicked God saith, what hast thou to do to 
declare my statutes, or that thou shouldst take my covenant in thy 
mouth? seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind 
thee.” Also, Ps. Ixxviii. $6, 37, “ They did flatter him with their 
mouth, and they lied unto him with their tongues; for their heart 
was not right with him.” Has not my friend overlooked the plain 
principle, that the exercise of faith and love in the heart is a previ- 
ous duty to the profession of it in any external act whatever? We 
must certainly admit this, or admit that false professions are duties. 
[t is indeéd an obvious truth, that there are no prohibitions against 
any man’s performing any duty; but it is equally obvious, that cer- 
tain acts which are the duty of believers, are not the duty of unbe- 
lievers, while they remain of this character. It is, indeed, the duty 
of all men to love the blessed God, and believe in his Son whom he 
hath sent, and ¢hen to profess this before men. But is it their duty 
to profess to repent and believe, when they do not? We have al- 
ready seen, from the divine testimony, how the God of truth views 
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those who come before him and declare, “ I love thy holy law, and 
bind the Gospel to my heart,” while their hearts are far from him. 
It is observed, that “ we have no command nor example in scrip- 
ture which exchudes any from these exercises.” Are we not posi 
tively commanded to “ turn away,” to “ come out,” and be “ sepa- 


* rate’? from such as have only a “ form of godliness’? ? 2 ‘Tim. iii. 5. 


2 Cor. vi. 17. Does not the apostle forbid and expose the absurdity 
of a visible union of believers and unbelievers, in the ordinances of 
divine worship, in the following passage: “ Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers, for what fellowship hath righteous- 
ness witn unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with 
darkness?” If, however, there were no express prohibitions on the 
subject, still I think it must be considered, that as certain qualifica- 
tions are essential to uniting in these exercises, the very require- 
ment of these qualifications is a virtual prohibition of all who are 
destitute of them. “ How shall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed?” Does not John iv. 24. also contain such a pro- 
hibition ? 

It appears from Luke xix. 37, 39, that those whe accompanied 
our Lord into Jerusalem and into the temple were disciples: in con- 
nection with this, the declaration ‘‘ out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings thou hast perfected praise ;” proves that, at least, many of 
them were believers in him. But supposing that it might be said of 
some, who joined with his sincere worshippers, as it was said of their 
fathers, “They did flatter him with their mouth, and they lied unte 
him with their tongues, for their heart was not right with him ;” are 
we to believe that he who is “the Truth,” approved of such a 
practice ? 

It is admitted that it is “ absurd to appoint openly profane and 
immoral persons, as is sometimes done, to lead the choir ;”’ but how 
can this be reconciled with the declaration that “ there is no prohi- 
bition against any man’s externally performing every duty which 
God has enjoined on men ; but only against the unbelief which may 
attend these performances.” Does not the profane person in the 
case referred to, perform an “ external duty r’’ and “ who can tell 
but what at the moment” he “ attempts the external part of any 
duty, he may have grace given him to perform it aright in his 
heart??? On what principle can it be proved that it is absurd for a 
profane person to dead the choir, which does not equally prove that 
it is absurd for him to follow? Suppose two profane persons stand 
together in the choir, one strikes the first note, and the other instant 
dy joins him; does the first act absurdly, and the latter rationally ? 
Or, by what principle can it be proved, that it is absurd for a pro- 


fane person to lead the choir, which does not equally prove that it 


is absurd for a self-righteous or covetous worldling, who is an idola- 
ter, todoso? Are the minds of the latter any more congenial with 
the truth of God, than those of the former? Are they any less dis- 
qualified for che spiritual and humble worship of the heart-searching 
Jehovah ? 

My respondeni thinks I “ have erred by overloking the distinc- 
tion between special ordinances of worship and those which are 
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<ommon.” He remarks, © Preaching, baptism, and the Lord’s 
Supper, may be called special, or peculiar to professed believers,” 
&c. Now if this distinction can be proved from the Word of God, 
Iam certainly convicted of error. Is there a single passage, is 
there any thing in the practice of the primitive church, which proves 
that the above ordinances are any more peculiar to professed be- 
lievers, than the ordinances of public praise? Is there any thing 
in the nature of the ordinances which proves this distinction? To 
say that some ordinances are “ peculiar to professed believers,’’ and 
that others are not so, appears to be equivalent to saying, that faith 
is essential to the former, but not to the latter. This ‘however is 
not the case. It is acknowledged that “ grace in the heart is ne- 
cessary to qualify persons to attend on these exercises to divine ac- 
septance :”’ but then, in order to prove that this does not render it 
yo for the graceless to join in the external act with the 
godly, it is observed, “ we cannot labour, nor eat, nor drink, to 
divine acceptance, without faith and holiness.” Now it is evident, 
that if this proves any thing in favour of the unbeliever’s uniting in 
the ordinance of praise, it proves equally in favour of his uniting in 
the ordinance of the Supper: it proves nothing in favour of the 
“distinction.” I would ie ask the writer, if he has not himself 
given up “ the distinction,” by afterwards saying, “ There is no 
prohibition against any man’s externally performing every duty 
which God has enjoined on men; but only against the unbelief 
which may attend these performances. External duties all ought to 
be done,” &c. 

There is, however, a manifest difference between the natural acts 
of eating, &c. and the false religious professions of unbelievers: the 
former are not false professions: it cannot be said that they “ mock 
God”’ in eating, neither is the act of eating any violation of the order 
of God’s house; neither do they commit more sin if they eat, than 
they would if they eat not, but less: whereas they who “ mock 
God” commit more sin than they would if they did not do so; which 
proves that “ the criminality” does consist, in part, “ in drawing 
nigh te God with the mouth,” in this false profession ; and also “ in 
having the heart far from him.” It is said that “ wicked men are 
expressly forbidden to take God’s name in vain in the streets ;”* 
are they any more expressly forbidden to do so in the street than in 
the meeting-house ? 

I cordially agree with the sentiment, that “we have no authority 
to forbid, even the most vicious, to attend upon”’ appointed means of 
grace. Let it only be proved from the Word of God, that he has 
appointed the practice we are considering, and it will be sufficient. 
We find that the Lord has appointed the Gospel to be preached to 
every creature, and that unbelievers should be allowed to “ come 
in” (1 Cor. xiv. 24,) and see all the ordinances of the church, and to 
hear the truth of the Son of God ; and we should “ urge all men” so 
to do, “ and to do it with sincere hearts.” 

It is farther remarked, by my respondent, “ If men’s not having 
faith forbids their taking a part in the worship of God, then their not 
knowing that they have it forbids the same.” Undoubtedly, if we 
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i have no Knowledge that we belheve im the object of our w orsiup, Gu 
| i Worship Diust De Vain, for We W worship we know not what. Bus 
le Hie Christians may De Conscious that they beheve in God and in ms Sen, 
| Hy ith aud actually worship “ im spirtt aad m truth,” and, at the same 
it | iy f time, doub: their havi iz & WOrk Of Frace upon their hearts,” fo 
if i! Pe Want of amgeht uacerstanding of the proper evidence of sucha work. 
4 i: hi it. however, this ioRUMENL Nas any force, equaily praves the um- 
' He } pro pricy of relusily inbelievers a piace at the Lord’+ table ; for we 
iq if j t my as well say, W men’s not having ‘ath lormds them coming to 
| ; ii the iord’s table, thea their not KNOW ag (hat they have it fortnds the 
; Dal = ' 
i} F | i acknowledge my obligation to the author of the repiy, tor hs 
’ 








scriptural and perunent remarks on the subpect of vows: perhaps. 


how ever, it mat appear ital The Lext of Uhat sabpect was not imtro- 
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[ duced altogether “ inappropriately,” if we consider that it serves te 
shew us the evil of false DrULErsivlis ih The SIVA O8 ised, even ip re- 
Ay | spec! to things “ which ave not directly required by the divine law.” 
.s { j spectially s1Ohaif this Communication fo the candid and criti- : 
Li ) ca iew of my friend R. “and chris'ian oreturen, praying that 
q i the word may guide us by his Holy spurt unto abl truth. P 
He 
————_E, 
it 4 ° : 
f This notice ought io have been published some numbers simece, but was 
\ } unavoidably ceiaved. 
ie 
i ELU AH CARTER was born in Sullivant, Vermont, in the vear 
He: i799. In his early lite, nothing particularly distinguished him from 
others of his age, unless if were a disposition remarkably affection 





ate, and a conscientious obedience to the commands of his parents. 
Seon after he arrived at the proper age, he was employed as a mer- 
chant’s clerk, where he became the hopeful subject of renewing 
grace, and immediately formed the design to devete his life to the 
service of God in the sacred oflice of a gospel minister. After hav 
ing, by the assistance of christian charity, completed his studies 
preparatory toe tering college, at P hillips” Academy in Andover, 
he became a member of Yale College in the autumn of 1820. He 
continued to pursue his studies in that seminary with but few in- 
terruptions, on account of feeble health, uatil the spring oi the pre- 
seut year, when, by reason of a consumption, the symptoms of which 
he had long manilested, but Which Was apparently hastened by too 
ereal exertions, | ie Was compelled LO abandon tne vuUyect W hich lay 
most near to his heart. has cise rder, from the lirsi, appeared to be 
seated upon his | Pung . and little hope Was entertamed that, if his 
life was spared, he would ever be active in the employment which 
he so ardently destred. Atter being confined a few weeks at New- 
Haven, his complaints were sofa reni vved that be Woughne of Visit- 
ing his home, hoy lage the journey would prove beneficial. With 
he advice of his friends, therefore, he commenced his journey by 
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short siages, but was able to proceed no farther than Wetherafield, 
where he met with those whose kindness was unceasing, but they 
could not prolong his continuance here. He continued to decline 
for about ten weeks, when, on the 2d of August, he died, 

In the remarks which we are to make upon this brief narration 
of the life and death of one who was cut off in the morning of hie 
days, it is net our intention to eulogize or extol the merits of him 
who is now beyond the influence of every thing that transpires on 
this busy theatre of life, but sunply to state such facts as may be 
useful to the living, and excite them to prepare for the like eve int. 

There is perhaps nothing more dark or mysterious in the dispen- 
sations of | ver hapa than the removal of those who bid fair for 
eminent usefulness in the Church. Such an-one was Mr. Carrer. 
To a mind uncommonly brilliant, and to talents superior to the 
greater part of those who aim at the station which he desired, was 
added in him a heart deeply sensible of its own sinfulness, and full 
of compassion to those around him. It was this that led him to 
yield the pleasures of home and friends, and devote himself, in the 
prime of life, to a close application to those studies necessary to 
qualify him to declare unto his fellow creatures the gospel of Jesus. 
Nor did he, like tho many, look forward to a future field of labour, 


as the on/y one in which he could be useful. He felt the force of 


that precept, “ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might”’—and he improved the most favourable opportunities to 
urge upon those with whom he had intercourse, the important truths 
of christianity. Many can testify to the plainness and earnestness 
with which he exhorted christians to their duty, and the i impenitent 
to flee to Jesus as their only refuge ; and some will doubtiess rejoice 
through eternity that, by his affectionate and forcible admonitions, 
they were brought to see their situation, and to embrace the Saviour. 

In his last illness, the consolation which is imparted to the humble 
believer was his in no small degree. Until all hopes of recovery 
were abandoned, he said but little respecting his own personal feel- 

ings; but when he drew near the borders of the grave, he spoke 
much of the happiness of trusting in Jesus; and on this we will give 
his own language. ‘The Rev. Mr. I. who often called on him in his 
sickness, asked him, a few days before his death, respecting his feel- 

ings, in view of the solemn scene which was before him: he replied, 

with a brightening countenance, “The foundation of my spiritual 
peace is, that God is infinitely good ; that he has formed a great 
plan, of infinite wisdom and benevolence, agreeably to which he 
governs all things, from the greatest to the least. When I consider 

the excellence and glory of his great system of mercy, and think of 
the delightful employment of a gospel minister and the worth of 
souls, I Phave desired to live, that, if possible, 1 might do something 
in my Master’s vineyard. But God has no need of such an unwor- 
thy creature as I am, and I desire that his will be done. When I 
consider the greatness and glory of God, and his works, it seems to 
be a matter of very little consequence to the universe whether I am 
saved or lost. But when I reflect on everlasting happiness and eternal 
misery, salvation is of infinite importance to my self. Though T see 
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myself anspeakaniy sinful, [ can rely apen nothing but my Redeeui 
er, and can only pray, “ God he mer nful fa me a sinner: —vet 
when i recotlect how constant has been the care, how abundant the 
mercies, and how unceasing the faithfulness of Gad towards me, [ 
do feel persuaded that he will support me through, and receive me 
to himself.”? It was then asked, “ Have you any fears of death and 
the grave?” He repiied, “ [ de not know that [ have any: but it is 
a great thing to stand before God in judgment. When [ think of 
this, I tremble; for if [ should at last sink into the onlf of desnair 
[ should have the verv lowest piace.” He remarked at another 
time, “ How much religien there is in the world that is not the re 
ligion of Christ '!'—how much that will not bear the test of the future 


judgment! Sometimes [ fear tnat mine is of this stamp, and am 


ready to view myself among the self-decerved : Then [ think of the 
infinite condescension of (sed in noticing the least spark of grace in 
any of his redellious creatures, and ot his unbounded goodness to 
me, anid [ again take encouragement, claim the promises, and find 
them precious.” His minister, when about to pray with him, asked 
him what he should pray for? ~My great desire is,” replied he, 
“that [ may be entirely resigned to ‘the will and pleasure of (rod, 
and that the prov itlence of sod, which is about to remove me into 
another world, may be sanctified to all my particular friends, and 
to all about me—to my college ac quaintance, and especiaily tomy 
classmates; and that the kingdom of Christ may come in its sory.” 
The morning before his death, he was supposed to be dying, and it 
was said to him, “ Your strength seems to be almost gone; do you 
feel as if your sufferings would soon be over?” He replied, ‘ Yes, 
this day will end my sufferings” —and taking the hand of one of the 
members of the family, he said, “ You think [ am almost gone ;—! 
feel that | am :—how happy the thought, that, if christians, we shall 
soon meet, never more to separate |—I zo but a little before you : 

Keep your eye fixed on Jesus: be faithful 1 to his cause.” He then 
addressed his pareuts; “1 must take my leave of you, but don’t be 
agitated ; be willing to give me up toGod. The greatest kindness 
you can do me is to see me die with composure. W eep for your- 

selves, but not for me. Christ said, /f ye loved me, ye would re 


Joice because I said, 1 <0 unto my Father. Rejoice and pray for me. 


L will attempt to pray for myself” He them prayed, and closed 
with committing his spirit into the hands of the Lord Jesus. He 
then shook hands with all present, thanked them for theu kindness. 
and with a heavenly smile bade them adieu. ‘Let me die the 
death of the mghteous, and let my last end be like his!” 


















































Poetry. — Cautions to Christians. 
EXTRACTS, 


(ROM THE CONNECTICUT MIRKONR 
THE FALL OF NIAGARA 
Labitur et labetur. 


CHE thoughts are strange that crowd into my brain, 
While | look upward to thee. It would seem 

As it God pour'’d thee from his hollow hand ; 
Had hung his bow upon thy awful front ; 

Had spoke in that loud voice which seem’d to him 
Who dwelt in Patmos for his Saviour’s sake, 

The sound of many waters; and had bade 

thy flood to chronicle the ages back, 

And notch his centuries in the eternal rocks. 
Deep calleth unto deep. And what are we, 

That hear the question of that voice sublime ! 

O! what are all the notes that ever rung 

From war's vain trumpet, by thy thundering side ' 
Yea, what is all the riot man can make 

In his short life, to thy unceasing roar! 

And yet, bold babbler! what art thou to Him 

Who drown’d a world, and heap’d the waters far 
Above its loftiest mountain? A light wave, 

Chat breaks and whispers of its Maker’s might 


CAUTIONS TO CHRISTIANS. 


UNDER this head, of carelessness of the future consequences of 
things, it may be proper to say something of introducing hess new 
and strange, and that have a tendency by their novelty to shock 
and surprise people. Nothing can be more evident from the New 
Testament, than that such things ought to be done with great 
caution and moderation, to avoid the offence that may be there- 
by given, and the prejudices that might be raised, to clog and 
hinder the progress of religion: Yea, that it ought to be thus in 
things that are in themselves good and excellent, and of great 
weight, provided they are not things that are of the nature of abso- 
lute duty, which, though they may appear to be innovations, yet can- 
not be neglected without immorality or disobedience to the com- 
mands of God. What great caution and moderation did the apostles 
use in introducing things that were new, and abolishing things that 
were old in their day? How gradually were the ceremonial per- 
formances of the law of Moses removed and abolished among the 
Christian Jews ? And how long did even the Apostle Paul himself 
conform to those ceremonies which he calls weak and beggarly ele- 
ments? Yea, even to the rite of circumcision, (Acts xvi. 5) that he 
speaks so much in his epistles of the worthlessness of that he might 
not prejudice the Jews against Christianity ? So it seems to have 
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o12 Cautiwns to Christians, 

been very gradually that the Jewish sabbath was abolished, and the 
Christian sabbath introduced, for the same reason. And the Apos. 
tles avoided teaching the Christians in those early days, at least for 
a great while, some high and excellent divine truths, because they 
could not bear them yet. 1 Cor. ui. 11.2. Heb. v. 11, to the end. 
Thus strictly did the Apostles observe the rule that their biessed 
Masier gave them, of not putting new wine into old bottles, lest they 
should burst the bottles, and lose the wine. 

And how did Christ himself, while on earth, forbear so plainly te 
teach his disciples the great doctrines of Christianity, concerning his 
satisfaction, and the nature and manner of a sinner’s justification 
and reconciliation with God, and the particular benefits of his death. 
resurrection, and ascension, because in that infant state the disciples 
were then in, their minds were not prepared for such instructions ; 
and therefore the more clear and full revelation of these things was 
reserved for the time when their minds should be further enlighten- 
ed and strengthened by the outpouring of the Spirit after his ascen 
sion. John xvi. 12, 13. “ I haye yet many things to say unto you. 
but ye cannot bear them now: Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of truth 
is come, he will guide you mto ali truth.” And Mark iv. 33. “ And 
with many such parables spake he the word unto them, as they were 
able to bear it.””. These things might be enough to convince any one, 
that does not think himself wiser than Christ and his Apostles, that 

reat prudence and caution should be used in introducing things 
into the church of God, that are very uncommon, though in them- 
selves they may be very excellent, lest by our rashness and impru- 
dent haste we hinder religion much more than we help it. 

Persons that are influenced by an indiscreet zeal are always in 
too much haste ; they are impatient of delays, and therefore are for 
jumping to the uppermost step first, before they have taken the pre- 
ceding steps; whereby they expose themselves to fall and break 
their bones: It is a thing very taking with them to see the building 
rise very high, and all their endeavour and strength is employed in 
advancing the building in height, without taking care withal propor- 
tionably to enlarge the bottom; whereby the whole is in danger of 
coming to the ground; or they are for putting on the cupola and 
pinnacle before they are come to it, or before the lower parts of the 
building are done; which tends at once to put a stop to the building, 
and hinder its ever being a complete structure. Many that are 
thus imprudent and hasty with their zeal, have a real eager appetite 
tor that which is good ; but are like children, that are impatient to 
wait for the fruit until the proper season of it, and therefore snatch 
it before it is ripe: Oftentimes in their haste they overshoot their 
mark, and frustrate their own end ; they put that which they would 
obtain further out of reach than it was before, and establish and con- 
firm that which they would remove. Things must have time te 
ripen: The prudent husbandman waits until he has received the 
former and the latter rain, and till the harvest is ripe, before he 
reaps. Edwards on Revivals. 

















in Encouragement to praying Mothers, §c. 318 


An encouragement to praying Mothers, and pious Servants. 


AFTER the battle of Bergen, in Germany, among the many 
wounded that were brought into Frankfort upon the Maine, says 
Dr. Frescenius, senior of the clergy at Frankfort, there was the 
right hon. George Charles Dykern, baron, leutenant-general of the 
Saxon troops, in the service of the king of France. He was born 
of an ancient and noble family in Silesia, on April 10th, 1710, so 
that it was just on his birthday he received his wound. He was of 
equal abilities as a minister in the closet, and a general in the field. 
In his younger years he had gone through a regular course of study 
in the university, and made ‘creat proficiency in philosophy, espe- 
cially in mathematics. Afterwards he studied Polemic Divinity, 
till he reasoned himself into an infidel. During his illness he show- 
ed not the least desire of pious company or serious discourse, till the 
surgeon let his valet de chambre know that he could not live long. 
The man then asked his master, “ whether he did not choose to be vis- 
ited by aclergyman ?”” He answered with warmth, “I shall not troub- 
le those gentlemen. I know well myself what to believe and do.”? His 
man, not di scouraged, continued thus: “My Lord, have you ever 
tound me wanting in my duty, all the time I have been in your ser- 
vice??? He answered, “No.” “'Phen,” replied he, «I will not be 
wanting now. The surgeons count you past hopes of recovery ; 
but every one is afraid to tell you so. You stand upon the brink of 
eternity. Pray, sir, order a clergyman to be called.” He paused a 
little, but soon gave his hand to his servant, thanked him for his 
honesty, and ordered to send for me. When I came, the man told 
me plainly the General was a professed infidel. I went in, and aftera 
short compliment, I said, “I am told, my Jord, your life is near an end. 
Therefore, I presume, without any ceremony, to ask you one plain 
question. Is the state of your soul such, that you can entertain a 
solid hope of salvation ” ‘He answered, “ Yes.*? “On what do you 
ground this hope?” He replied, “I never committed any- wilful 
sin. I have been liable to frailties, but [ trust in God’s mercy, and 
the merits of his Son, that he will have mercy upon me.” These 
words he uttered very slowly, especially, “ the merits of his Son.” 
I made the following reply, “Tam apt to believe, you are not tainted 
with the grossest vices ; but I iear, you a little too presumptuously 
boast of never having committed wilful sin. If you would be say ed, 
you must acknow leds; ge your being uffer/y corru pted by sin, and con- 
sequently deserving the curse of God, and eternal damnation. As 
to your hoping for God’s mercy, through the merits of his Son, I beg 
leave to ask, do you believe God has a Son? That his Son assumed 
our nature in order to be our Saviour; that in the execution of his 
office, he was humbled unto death, “ even the death of the Cross,’ 
and that thereby he has giv enan ample safisfaction for us, and reco- 
vered our title to heaven?” He answered, “I cannot avoid a more 
minute description of the true state of my soul. Let me tell you, 
Doctor, I have some knowledge of philosophy, by which 1 have chose 
for myself a way of salvation. 1 have always endeavoured to live a 
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314 An Encouragement to praying Mothers, §¢. 


sober lite, to the uttermost of my power: not doubting but the Beimg 
of beings would then graciously accept me. In this way I stood im 
no need of Christ, and therefore did not believe on him. But if E 
take the Scriptures to be a divine Revelation, this way of mine, } 
perceive, is not the right one. ft must believe in Christ, and through 
him come to God.’ | replied, “ You say, if you take the Scriptures 
to be a divine Revelation!” He fetched a deep sigh, and said,“ O 
God, thou wilt make me say, because I take the Scriptures to be thy 
Word.” [ said, « There are grounds and reasons enough to de- 
monstrate the divine origin of C ‘hristianity, as I could show from its 
most essential principles, were not the period of your life too short. 
But we need not now that diffusive method, faith being the gift of 
God. A poor sinner tottering on the brink of eternity, has not time 
to inquire about grounds and reasons. Rather betake yourself to 
earnest prayer for faith; which if you do, | doubt not but God will 
give it you.” [ had no seoner spoken these words, but pulling off 
his cap, “and lifting up his eyes and hands, he cried out, « O Almighty 
God, I am a poor r cursed sinner, worthy of damnation. But Lord 
Jesus, Eternal Son of God, thou diedst for my sins also, It is 
through Thee alone I can be saved. O give me faith, and strengthen 
that faith.”” Being extremely weak, he was obliged to ) stop here. A 
little after, he asked, “Ts faith enough for salvation?” “ Yes Sir,” 
said I, “ if itbe living faith.” « Methinks,” said he, «it is so al- 
ready; and it will be mere so by and by:—let us pray for it.” 
Perceiving he was very weak, to give him some rest, I retired into 
the next room. But he soon sent tocall me. I found him praying, 
and Jesus was all he pray ed for. [reminded him of some Scrip- 
tures treating of faith in Christ, and he was much delighted with 
them. Indeed, he was quite swallowed up by the grace of Jesus, 
and would hear of nothing but Jesus Christ and him crucified. He 
cried out, “ I do not know how it is with me: I never in my life 
felt such a change. Ihave power to love Jesus, and to believe in 
him, whom I so long neglected. O my Jesus, how merciful art thou 
tome!” About noon I stept home; but he sent for me directly, se 
that [ could scarce eat my dinner. We were both filled with j joy, 
as partakers of the same grace which is in Jesus Christ ; and that in 
such a manner, as if we had been acquainted together for many 
years. Many officers of the army came to see him continually: te 
all of them he talked freely of Jesus, of the grace of the Father in 
him, and of the power of the Holy Ghost through him; wondering 
without ceasing, at his having found Jesus, and at the happy change, 
by which all things on this side eternity were become imaifferent to 
him. In the after noon he desired to partake of the Lord’s Supper, 
which he received with a melting, praising, rejoicing heart. All the 
rest of the day, he continued ia the same state of “soul. Towards 
evening he desired, that if his end should approach, | would come to 
him, which I promised. But he did not send for me till the next 
morning. I was told by his valet that he slept well for some. hours, 
and then awaking, prayed for a considerable time; contin ually 
mentioning the name of owr Lord aud his precious blood, and that 
he had degired several of the officers to make his conversion known 
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Mementos that here we have no Continuing City. S15 
% 

ta his court, (that of the king of Poland.) After some discourse ] 
asked, “ Has your view of Christ and his redemption been neither 
altered nor obscured since yesterday?’ He answered, “ neither 
altered nor obscured. I have no doubts, not even a remote one. 
{tis just the same with me, as if I had always thus believed and 
never doubted. So gracious is the Lord Jesus to me a sinner.” 
This second day, he was unwearied in prayer and exercises of faith. 
‘Towards evening he sent for me in haste; when I came, I found 
him dying, and ima kind of delirium, so that 1 could do no more 
than give him new and then a word of comfort. L prayed afterwards 
for him and — that were present, some of whom were of high 
birth and rank. J then, by imposition of hands, as usual, gave him 
a blessing, which being done, he expired immediately. "A royal 
prince, w vho was there, (Pri ince Xavier of Saxony,) could not forbear 
weeping. The rest of the officers bewailed the ‘loss of their general, 
yet praised God for having shewed such mercy towards him. ] 
wrote an account of it without delay to his mother, and had an im- 
mediate answer. She was a lady of seventy-two, of exemplary piety. 
She praised God for his mercy. adding, that « He had now answered 
the prayers which she had never ceased to offer on her son's behalt 


for eleven years.” 


sMemenios that here we have no Continuing City. 


“WE have such a memento, again, in the fact, that others who 
Aave been sharing with us in our privileges, are constantly leaving 
the world. They who dwell with us in the city of our residence on 
earth,—beings of immortality,—are constantly bidding us adieu, 
and entering into eternity. Allour privileges thus become associa- 
ted with the memory of former companions, who once had thei: 
abode below. They dwelt with us but a few days ; they scarcely 
made themselves known to us; when they gave the farewell look 
pressed the parting hand, bade adieu, and entered on an abode in 
eternity ;—the tolling bell, the mournful procession, the grave of 
their relics, the erected monument, signalized their departure —and 
now all around the city of our abode, are the traces of their former 
presence, reminding us of our having no continuing residence here. 
We look back at the days they passed with us before they entered 
into eternity, and they appear to us but an hand-breadth : and, from 
their dw elling i in eternity, —we seem to hear them say, as we miss 
them from the scenes in which they once mingled with us, that 
these are scenes where pilgrims to eternity tarry butaday. When 
in the habitations where they once dwelt with us, or the streets 
where they walked with us, or the sanctuary to which they went 
with us in company, or at the mercy seat w vhere they once bent 
with us the knee of devotion, or by the scriptures before which the V 
once listened with us to the words of Jesus Christ, we look for 
them, but they are gone ;—the place they once occupied at our side 
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316 Revivals of Religion. 


is vacant ;—they are far from us in their eternal dwelling; and the 
places where we once knew them, are now so many mementos, that 
” we ourselves have no continuing city. 

e have another constant memento of this fact, in the advance- 
pi we are constantly making ourselves towards eternity. Every 
thing in the city of our residence on earth, reminds us, that we are 
never stationary in it, but are always advancing toward the period 
of our final departure. We have entered into a scene of divine 
wonders, but we cannot delay to spend our existence here in ga- 
zing upon them ;—we are constantly in motion, urging our way 
thr: mugh them to an eternal dwelling. Each breaking morn, each 
radiant noon, each shadowy eve, as they pass by us, make no tarry - 
ing, but pass us never more to return. ‘The jocund spring, sum- 
mer with his swarms of life, autumn with her golden harvests, win- 
ter with his icy sceptre and his snowy robes, as each year they pass 
us, are in constant motion; and while we greet them, take their 
leave of us forever. Kach changing scene of life arrests our minds— 
enlists our feelings; then takes tis final leave of us, the sons of 
eternity. Creeping infancy, merry boyhood, aspiring youth, indus- 
trious manhood, decrepit age, we meet in swift succession; just 
greet; and bid adigu for eternity. In the midst of all the privileges 
of the city of our residence below, do our adv ancing steps towards 
the eternal world serve constantly to remind us that here we have 
no permanent dweiling. The agyregate of days that have passed 
by us, the yearly seasons, the scenes of life, ‘and periods of age, 
since we came into possession of our privileges—since we first knew 
our dwellings, and walked our streets, and visited our sanctuaries, 
and heard the words of God ,—are so many advances towards eter- 
nity; and tell, as they thicken on the path we leave, how soon we 
reach the close of our pilgrimage and enter upon unknown worlds. 

Christian Spectator. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


FROM our correspondence, and from various religious publica, - 
tions sent to our office, it is our intention to select. and embody, 
every month, such statements of revivals of religion existing in dif- 
ferent parts of the land, as appear to us entitled to credit, and fitted 
to interest the mind and improve the heart. [ Miss. Herald. 


VIRGINIA. 


A LETTER from Jefferson county gives the following statement, 


which we observe is confirmed by the narrative of the Synod of Vir- 
ginia:—* | have !ately attended a meeting of the Synod of Virginia. 
It was a time of unusual excitement among both ministers and peo- 
ple. ‘There have been several revivals of religion within our 


bounds, during the past year, and they still continue and increase. 
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Tn Lexington and its vicinity, there have been more than 200 per- 
sons added to the Presbyterian church, during the space of a few 
months. Hampden Sydney College, in Prince Edward county, has 
also been visited with a time of “ refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord.” Richmond, Petersburg, and Norfolk, have also been 
highly favoured. Two or three other places exhibit appearances, 
which have excited very pleasing hopes.” 


PENNSYLVANIA. , 


AT Newtown, 45 are said to have been recently added to the 
church; at Neshaming, 79; and at Doylestown, upwards of 50. 
As Griersburg, also, is considerable religious inquiry: 36 were 
added to the church, in the early part of September; making 108 
that have been united to the visible kingdom of Christ, sinee the 
first of June last. New-Hope an@Carlisle are said, also, to be en- 
joying, at the present time, special tokens of divine favour. About 
thirty students, in the college at the latter place, are reported as 
deeply solicitous respecting their prospects in eternity —The friends 
of Zion are not likely to be too much impressed with the value of 
such excitements in our colleges. 


NEW-JERSEY. 


THERE seem to be revivals of religion in different parts of this 
state. ‘In almost every place where I have been,” says a clergy- 
man who has travelled considerably in New-Jersey, “ I have wit- 
nessed the operations of the Holy Spirit.” The following places 
are mentioned in the New-York Christian Herald, as among the 
most favoured :—Deerfield, Millstone, Mansfield, German Valley. 
Fox Hill, White House, Lebanon, Lamington, Bedminster, Rocka- 
way, Morristown, Chatham, Hackettstown, Somerville, Bound 
Brook, and Baskingridge. At Somerville, it is sad, “ upwards of 
60 were added at the first communion, and at the second, 145. At 
Bound Brook about 100 have been added to the church. At Bask- 
ingridge, there are supposed to be 200 anxiously concerned. At 
Somerville, 206 are said to have been admitted to the church. 


THE JEWS. 


Extracts from Mr. Wolff’s Journal at Jerusalem. 
LAMENTATION OVER JERUSALEM. 


March 18, 1822.— WE talked after this about the present state of 
Jerusalem. Mose Secot (a Rabbi,) observed, “ Jerusalem is a holy 
city, it has been once the residence of the Holy One : blessed be 
He ; but Jeremiah has given a true picture of the present state '** 
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i interr upted | him, and said, “ How doth the city sit solitary, that 
was full of people r’? Mose Secot interrupted me, and wept and 
said: “ How is she become as a widow °”’ 

[. “She that was great among the nations, and princess among 
ihe provinces, how is she become tributary.” 

Mose Secot (weeping,) “ Judah is gone into captivity, because of 
affliction ; the ways of Zion do mourn. O Lord, though our ini- 
quities testify against us, do thou it for thy name’s sake : for our 
backslidings are many, we have sinned against thee.” 


INTERESTING NOTICES. 


March 18.—TI called on the governor (Musselim ;) one of the 
Turkish judges was present, and many other Mussulmen. I was 
accompanied by Padre Pavio, and the dragoman of the Armenian 
convent. When I presented to®him the firman of the great Sultan 
he kissed it, and made his bow to it; he told me that if I staid at 
Jerusalem many years, | might come into his house as one of his 
triends. He was rejoiced to perceive that [ understood the Arabic 
and Persian tongues. I asked him whether I might take the lib- 
erty of making to him and the judge, a present of an Arabic and 
Persian Bible andirospel ; he replied, that he should be very happy 
to receive them, and observed, that the Zorah, (books of Moses and 
the Prophets) the Gospel and the Coran, are highly esteemed by 
every true Mussulman. I told him, that [ my self had read the Co- 
ran with much attention, and the English nation have a most excel- 
lent translation of the whole Coran ; he said to me that I should 
come to his garden one day, when he will introduce me to all the 
learned Mussulmen of the holy city. Alhaj Shaker Agha, the prin- 
cipal officer to the governer, entered my room in the afternoon, 
saying, [ wish to make your acquaintance, on account of your 
knowledge of the Persian language. Some minutes after him, 
Rabbi Mose Secot and many Armenians entered my room ; the 
room was crowded. [showed to the Mussulman, Alhaj Shaker 
Agha, the Persian New-Testament of Henry Martyn, and an Ara- 
bic New-Testament ; he read in it more than half an hour, and was 
pleased with it: in the mean while [ observed Rabbi Mose Secot 
took hold of the Hebrew New-Testament, and read in it with great 
attention. Ahaj Shaker Agha said to me, that he wished to “read 
both the Persian and Arabic New-Testaments. I told him that it 
would give me great pleasure, if he would accept both of them as a 
sign of my love towards him ; he replied, that { could not have 
stronger obliged him than by having given him these books. [I gave 
him likewise an Arabic Psalter. I addressed myself afterwards to 
Mose Secot, and asked, (after he had laid aside the Hebrew New- 
Testament) whether he had ever seen that book before ? He said, 
« Not only seen, but even read it through with great attention when 
at Aleppo, in the house of a Rabbi of Aleppo.” 

I. Tell me, sincerely, what do you think of this book ? 

Rabbi Mose Secot. itis a very good book indeed. ‘There are 
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to be found some difficulties, about which we shall converse some 
dav or other. 

1. [should be very much obliged to you if you would be so kind 
as to ywont out to me those passages of the Old ‘Testament, which 
you beliew e speak of the Messiah ? 

You, and Mr. Bavford, and all friends of the Jews, will be sur 
prised her i | tell them that Rabbi Mose Secot gave me the follow ing 
answer, ‘ Those passages of the Old Testament cited in the New, 
speak undoubtedly of the Messiah ;? and Rabbi Mose Secot took 
hold again of the New-T estament, and said, * Isaiah has undoubted Ly 

spoken here of the Messiah, saving, “ Behold a virgin,” Xc. Tsar ih 
vii, 14: and the New-Testament has cited faith fully those ome 
which speak of the Messiah, but there are other prophecies respec 
ting the Messiah which are not vet fulfilled, as for instance— 
* Moreover, the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, 
and the light of the sun shall be seven fold.” Isaiah xxx, 26.° 
did not like to enter into argument, but brought him rather more to 
the knowledge of Christ by the Prophets and by the Gospel. I 
cited to him the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, and read with him the 
sermon of Stephen, Acts vii. 

March 19, Rabbi Mose Secot called again to-day ; we conver 
sed together on the fallen nature of man; when we arrived in our 
reading to the third chapter of the book of Genesis, he believed the 
original sin. He showed to me likewise the passage in the Talmud, 
which speaks of the Beni Chaibr, or rather of the Rechabites, as 
children of Jethro. The passage is in the treatise of Sota. 

Missionary Herald 


_EFFECTS OF HEATHENISM. 
’ 

THE following passage from the journal of the missionaries ia 
Ceylon, furnishes : an instance of the debasing effects of heathenism, 
which appeals touchingly to the heart. 

Have had an opportunity, to-day, of witnessing the great indif- 
ference which the people often pay to the sick. But little distance 
from our house, lies a child, about six vears old, that is so far redu- 
ced by sickness (something like the cholera, ) that it is now but little 
more than a skeleton. This Was its situation when first made 
known tous. We have done what we could for the child, but ap- 
parently to little purpose. When Mrs. Spaulding called to-day, 
she found the child alone, crying most piteously. It immediately 
expressed a great desire to be taken from its mat, and to be carried ; 
but the unfeeling mother turned away, and was going off. Mrs. 
Spaulding called her back, and told her to take the child. But it 
was with much difficulty that she was persuaded to take any notice 
of it—As this is the season for fevers, as well as for the cholera, we 
have often been called to witness, as we visited the people, similar 
instances of criminal indifference. I never before felt so much the 
force of the apostle’s testimony, that the heathen are without natura! 
affection. 
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ANECDOTE. 
Ma. Enrror, 

THE following anecdote of Mr. L. in the town of , Was re 
ceived from a Rev. friend. I may not use his language, but will en 
deavour to give the substance of the fact. Mr. L. had an unfruitfui 
tree in his garden, which he had for a long time resolved to remove 
To execute the design, he takes his axe, ‘and as he was stepping up 
to the tree, the thought passes in his mind, “ Cut it down—cut it 
down, why cumbereth it the ground.” This thought is attended 
with unusual sensations—he strikes but one stroke and retires te 
the house. After some reflections, and forming a new resolution, he 
makes the second attempt with no better success than before. In the 

third attempt, as he approac hes the tree and raises his axe, some 
thing as impressive as a voice from heaven, forces upon his mind the 
parable of the barren fig tree, with a train ot thoughts—* [n laying 
the axe at the root of this barren tree, you have given judgment 
against yourself: it cost you nothing ; but on you Ll have bestowed 
food and raiment, life, health, and all things ; nay, you have been fa 
voured with all the means of grace, and have abused them; the bread 
of life have IL tendered you, but you have rejected it: these forty 
years have [ come seeking fruit of thee, but have found none: year 
after year, day after day, night after night, till my locks are wet 
with the dews, but found nothing but thorns and brambles. What 
more could I have done that [ have not done for the salvation of 
your precious soul? What now remaineth but to cut you down as 
you have attempted to cut down this barren tree, and cast you as a 
cumberer out of the garden into unquenchable fire ? Awakened 
conscience, sharper than a two-edged sword, pierces to the heart of 
this poor, convicted, condemned, fellow sinner: fear and trembling 
agitated his frame—the uplifted axe falls from his hands, and he is 
scarcely able to return in again. Christian, rejoice * To Him with 
whom is the residue of the Spirit, give all the glory! For the Spirit 
vidleth but to make alive: seeketh the Jost that he may be found. 
He is no longer the barren tree, but the engrafted olive, bearing 
truit thirty, sixty or an hundred fold. Would to God, that every 
man, woman, and child that is a barren tree, might become the fruit 
ful olive, in the garden of the Lord ! 
a 

The Calvinistic Methodists have in North Wales 528 Sabbath 
schools ; 7561 teachers ; and 53206 scholars ; in South Wales thes 
have 279 Sabbath schools ; 2599 teachers ; and 24,997 scholars. 

iat 

Votice.—We have been favoured with a copy of a sermon, preached at 
Bennington, Vt. by Rev. A. Peters, pastor of the Congregational church in 
that town. Although the occasion of its being preached and published was 

rather peculiar, stil we have been gratified in reading i it, and can cheertully 
subscribe to the solemn and important truths which it contains; and we be- 
Hieve, aside from local views and feelings, that all who peruse it will derive 
both pleasure and profit from its contents. 








To Correspondenis.—Senex, Amicus, H. L. and several anonymous pieces 
have been received, and shall be duly attended to. Most cordially do we 
invite a continuance of such favours frem all our patrons and correspondents 








